[image: image1.png]I TYSSTAT

CITY HALL THE CAPITOL ,;ri






It’s Meng vs. Lancman For Congress!

Written by Andrew J. Hawkins 

Time posted: March 18, 2012 10:42 PM- 

Queens Democrats chose Assemblywoman Grace Meng as their candidate to succeed the retiring Congressman Gary Ackerman in the newly created NY-6, a party source confirmed late Sunday night.

But she won’t be able to avoid a fight. Assemblyman Rory Lancman, who aimed to run against Republican Rep. Bob Turner this year before his district was eliminated in redistricting by a federal magistrate, posted a congratulatory note on his Facebook wall at 10:03 p.m.: “Congrats to my friend Grace, looking forward to a spirited campaign on the issues. #NY06″

Lancman’s spokesman Eric Walker confirmed that the assemblyman is planning on running. A source from the Meng camp said, “Being respectful of an important, deliberative and inclusive process, the Assemblywoman will refrain from comments until tomorrow morning.”

Ackerman announced his retirement late last week, after Lancman himself said he wouldn’t primary the long-serving congressman. His pride satisfied, Ackerman said he would retire after this term, setting off a whirlwind of activity among Queens Democrats.

So it’s on: Meng, who has the potential to be the first Asian American member of Congress from New York, vs. Lancman, a media savvy pol with ambition to spare.

Meng will obviously have the full backing of the Queens Democratic Party, including party chairman Rep. Joe Crowley, who himself opted to run for the new NY-14. That means ground troops, money, phone banking — the works. She is a woman, and a motivated minority group that will likely flock to the polls in a primary to pull the lever for her. She also is known as a prodigious fundraiser.

But Lancman obviously has a head start, having already laid the groundwork for a general election campaign against Turner. The time frame will be much shortened, though, with petitioning set to start March 20, and the primary vote scheduled to take place on June 26.

Other potential candidates included Councilman Mark Weprin and Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley, cousin to Joe Crowley. The Queens Democrats plan on meeting tomorrow at 8:30 a.m. to hash out the details. The news about Meng’s selection was first reported by Capital Tonight. 

– with reporting by Chris Bragg
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